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Recertification programme for newly  
registered overseas-trained chiropractors:  

Consultation Feedback 
 

Chiropractors who have completed their primary training in a jurisdiction other than New Zealand do 

not receive education in aspects of healthcare unique to New Zealand, particularly in cultural 

competency and the medico-legal environment.   

In July, the Chiropractic Board (the Board) published a consultation document outlining a proposal to 

introduce a Recertification programme for newly registered overseas-trained chiropractors.  This report 

provides a summary of the key themes of the consultation feedback, and the Board’s final decision.  

The Board extends its thanks and appreciation to the individuals and groups who provided feedback. 

Consultation Overview 

Consultation respondents were asked to provide their feedback via email or letter.  Feedback was 

framed around two open-ended questions: 

1. Do you support implementation of a recertification programme for chiropractors who have 

trained overseas, and why? 

2. Do you have any other comments or information that you would like to submit to the Board? 

Survey Responses: The Statistics 

Consensus was one of approval for the programme, survey respondents recognised the benefits of 

partaking in these courses to understand the New Zealand health landscape better. 

39 responses were received of which, 85% of 

respondents supported the implementation 

of the recertification programme for 

overseas-trained chiropractors. 
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Key Themes and Board’s Considerations 

Key Theme Board’s Consideration 

When is the implementation date 

and does it apply to overseas-trained 

practitioners already registered?   

Overseas-trained practitioners registered with the Board up to 

an on 31 March 2020 will not be required to undertake the 

recertification programme for overseas-trained Chiropractors.   

Overseas-trained practitioners registered with the Board on or 

after 01 April 2020 will be required to undertake the 

recertification programme for overseas-trained Chiropractors.   

Why is it not part of the registration 

requirements, removing the need to 

follow-up or management of those 

who do not comply? 

Australian registered Chiropractors can register with the Board 

through the TTMRA Act1 which means the Board cannot impose 

a pre-registration requirement on TTMRA applicants.  

Practitioners will be able to practice while completing the 

programme’s requirements. 

Is three-months long enough 

considering practitioners may be 

busy setting up a new practice. 

The Board appreciates the time that goes into building a 

business, however, the courses themselves are not exceedingly 

long and are important for overseas-trained practitioners to 

ensure they can navigate the New Zealand environment 

ensuring the safety of the New Zealand public. 

How will this potentially affect 

locums? 

Any overseas-trained practitioner who wishes to come to New 

Zealand and treat the public, will be required to register with 

the Board and complete the courses. 

Unrelated to the consultation 

Respondents commented on the difficulties of understanding the requirements of ACC other policies 

and legislation.  The Board will continue to develop informational material to aid all practitioners with 

understanding the above topics which will be distributed to the whole profession and published on the 

Board’s website: Publications – General Information. 

Conclusion 

The Chiropractic Board advises that it will introduce a recertification programme for newly registered 

overseas-trained chiropractors, effective from 01 April 2020. 

                                                           

1 Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Act 1997 - a person registered to practise an occupation in Australia is entitled 
to practise an equivalent occupation in New Zealand and vice versa. 

https://www.chiropracticboard.org.nz/Publications-Forms/General-Information
https://www.chiropracticboard.org.nz/Publications-Forms/General-Information
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1997/0060/latest/DLM410793.html
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1997/0060/latest/DLM410793.html

